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BLACK FRIDAY 


Full Stores at 
Phila. Malls 
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Cherry Hill Mall on Black Friday. Retail analysts predicted the best Black Friday in years because of 


consumer confidence, low unemployment, and relatively low gas prices. 
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A strong start to area's SNOPPING season. 


By Suzette Parmley 
STAFF WRITER 

f the shopping crowds on Black Friday — 

plus the brave souls who lined up in the 

cold waiting for stores to open Thanksgiv- 

ing evening — are a hint of what the rest of 

the holiday season will look like, it will be a 
very Merry Christmas indeed for the Philadel- 
phia region’s brick-and-mortar merchants. 

“I can imagine that the retailers did well, be- 
cause these were the longest lines I’ve ever 
seen,” said Kristine Lisi, 50, of West Chester, who 
made the trek to King of Prussia at 6 a.m. Friday 
with daughter Kaitlin. They spent the next four 
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MASSACRE AT MOSQUE 


Militants 
kill 235 


in Egypt 


Slaughter of Sufi worshipers was first major terror 
attack on a Muslim congregation in the country. 


By Brian Rohan ing in Sinai, the Egyptian gov- 
and Samy Magdy ernment has failed to deter an 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


CAIRO — In the deadliest- 
ever attack by Islamic extrem- 
ists in Egypt, militants assault- 
ed a crowded mosque Friday 
during prayers, blasting wor- 
shipers with gunfire and rocket- 
propelled grenades and block- 
ing their escape routes. At least 
235 people were killed before 
the assailants got away. 

The attack in the troubled 
northern part of the Sinai Penin- 
sula targeted a mosque fre- 
quented by Sufis, members of a 
mystic movement within Islam. 
Islamic militants, including the 
local affiliate of the Islamic 
State group, consider Sufis here- 
tics because of their less literal 
interpretations of the faith. 

The startling bloodshed in the 
town of Bir al-Abd also wound- 
ed at least 109, according to the 
state news agency. It offered 
the latest sign that, despite 
more than three years of fight- 


IS-led insurgency. 

President Abdel-Fattah el-Sis- 
si vowed that the attack “will 
not go unpunished” and that 
Egypt would persevere with its 
war on terrorism. But he did 
not specify what new steps 
might be taken. 

The military and security forc- 
es have already been waging a 
tough campaign against mili- 
tants in the towns, villages and 
desert mountains of Sinai, and 
Egypt has been in a state of 
emergency for months. Across 
the country, thousands have 
been arrested in a crackdown 
on suspected Islamists as well 
as against other dissenters and 
critics, raising concern about 
human-rights violations. 

Seeking to spread the vio- 
lence, militants over the last 
year have carried out bombings 
on churches in the capital of 
Cairo and other cities, killing 
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Stop, in the name of “LOVE.” 
Sales of park souvenirs 
halted over legal rights 


By Julia Terruso 
STAFF WRITER 


More than 300 people showed up at 
JFK Plaza on Friday looking for LOVE. 


They left unrequited. 


The Philadelphia Parks and Recre- 


Customers queue up at 
JCPenney in Deptford. The 
store opened at 2 p.m. 


ation Department had planned to sell 
250 chunks of granite from old LOVE 
Park, etched with a likeness of Robert 
Indiana’s iconic LOVE statue, but city 
officials found out an hour before the 
sale that they did not have the rights to 
the image. 

“We incorrectly assumed we had per- 
mission to use the likeness because 
we’ve been selling stuff for years,” 
Parks and Recreation spokeswoman Jen 
Crandall said. “We’ve already applied to 
use it. We’re hoping we can work this 
out very quickly so people can get them 
before the holidays.” 

In an homage to the former design of 
the park, which is at the end of an 
18-month renovation, the city found an 
artist to create miniature granite bricks 
to be sold for $50 a piece (limit two per 


More than 300 people 
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LOVE Park keepsake. Tim 
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U.S. to stop arming 
Kurds in Syria 


WEATHER 


High 58, Low 40 


AccuWeather report, C8 By Marie McCullough 
STAFF WRITER 
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from liver disease among 
his generation. 

The root of Cassidy’s own 
liver failure was no mys- 
tery. He had spoken public- 
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Cassidy's death may 
alert baby boomers 


ly in recent years about his 
alcoholism, and went to re- 
hab in 2014 after a series of 
DUI arrests. 

However, many who are 
at risk of liver disease don’t 
drink. They may not realize 
that the liver also can be 
destroyed by infection with 
hepatitis C or B, as well as 
by a buildup of fat in the 
liver that is linked to the 
modern epidemics of obesi- 
ty and diabetes. 

Physicians and public 
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Karen Builione (left) watches the Macy’s Christmas Light Show with her 
daughters Isabella (in her lap), 7, and Francesca, 4. The holiday tradition 
began in 1956. Story, B8. 


